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TOA Corporation Expands Management in UK and EMEA 

 
 

With effect from 1st April 2024 the management team at the TOA EMEA region has 

introduced some changes. The current leadership, consisting of Daisuke Imagawa and 

Kosuke Tanaka, will be complemented by Stéphane Charles and Volker Scheid for TOA 

Electronics Europe GmbH, and Lauren Sher and Yuichiro Honjo for TOA Electronics Southern 

Africa (Pty) Ltd.  Ian Bridgewater was appointed Managing Director of TOA Corporation (UK) 

Ltd as of January 1st, 2024. 

 

Management of TOA Electronics Europe GmbH  

Daisuke Imagawa, current Managing Director of the TOA Electronics Europe GmbH in 

Europe, Africa and the Middle East since 2022, welcomes the addition. “With Stéphane 

Charles and Volker Scheid, we are enhancing our leadership team with experienced industry 

professionals. Together we will continue to expand our business, optimize our processes, 

and continue to develop our product line in a sustainable and innovative manner. The focus 

remains on our long-standing customer relationships and our comprehensive service 

standards.”  

 

The French office has been led by Stéphane Charles since the beginning of 2020, who is now 

joining TOA Electronics Europe as a Director. Charles says, “I am grateful for the trust and 

support received by my colleagues, and I look forward to supporting them in their efforts to 

grow the markets in our territories”. With over 30 years of experience in export in the  
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PA/VA industry, Charles’ focus is on supporting the company's development, increasing 

market share, and sustain the growing of the European team daily.  

 

As of April 1st, Imagawa officially appoints his colleague Volker Scheid as Director of TOA 

Electronics Europe GmbH. Scheid has many years of experience working at TOA and has 

been working in the Director position since 2023. Scheid states “The evolving work 

environment requires constant adaption and optimization of our processes. Our team strives 

to provide our customers across the EMEA region with first-class service alongside high-

quality products every day. I look forward to supporting TOA Europe in developing by 

growing the solid foundation laid by my predecessors."  

 

Management of TOA Electronics Southern Africa Proprietary Limited  

At TOA South Africa Lauren Sher, General Manager – Sub Saharan Africa, who is based in the 

Johannesburg office will take over the business direction in the African markets as Director. 

Based on a strong presence in South Africa, with sales offices in Port Elizabeth, Cape Town, 

Johannesburg and Durban, Sher will be focusing on expanding sales to numerous African 

countries. “The strength of TOA Southern Africa is the team’s combined awareness, 

motivation, respect for individual roles, team collaboration and support of each other which 

is key to our success. It is this success that I will drive”, says Sher.  

 

Together with Sher and current Managing Director Daisuke Imagawa, Yuichiro Honjo is 

named as Director as of 1st April. “Continuous growth into new regions and the expansion of 

the solid base in South Africa are important cornerstones of the corporate strategy and 

offers sustainable growth opportunities for us”, states Honjo on his new role.   

 

Management of TOA Corporation (UK) Limited  

In the UK, Ian Bridgewater, who has been with TOA since 1990, was appointed Managing 

Director on 1st January 2024 and is responsible for the direction of the business together 

with Daisuke Imagawa (Director) and Kosuke Tanaka (Director).  

The changes at the management level underline the strategic focus of TOA in the EMEA 

region on sustainable growth, customer satisfaction and innovation.  
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Leadership changes at TOA Corporation, HQ, Japan  

A new management member will be promoted in the summer 2024: Mr. Takashi Nishino will 

be starting his role as Director of TOA Corporation, stepping up for the retiring Mr. Yoshinori 

Masuno. A formal decision on this matter will be taken at the Annual General Meeting of 

Shareholders to be held in June 2024.  

 

Since April 1st this year, Nishino is Executive Officer and Executive Manager of the 

International Business Division at the headquarter in Japan. Working for TOA Corporation 

since 1995, Nishino has gained experience in various positions, most recently as General 

Manager in the Asia Pacific business department. 

 
For further information please contact: 
Marketing 
DL: 01372 389 797 
mailto: marketing@toa.co.uk 
 
About TOA 
 
TOA Corporation first invented the megaphone over 80 years ago and is now a leading 
global innovator and manufacturer of cutting-edge commercial audio and security 
equipment, providing voice evacuation and professional acoustic solutions in over 120 
countries. Founded 1934 in Kobe, Japan, TOA benefits from many years’ experience in 
research, development and international sales and marketing in the field of public address 
and audio systems. Our longstanding know-how guarantees quality and the upmost peace of 
mind when buying and installing TOA products. We pride ourselves that our knowledge in 
each of our six business fields Voice Alarm, Intercom, ProSound, Distribution, Wireless and 
Conference Systems creates acoustic sound fields for millions of people to make lives safer, 
communication easier and audio entertainment more pleasurable. 
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